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Learner Assessment means inference (e.g. judgement or estimation or evaluation) of a 
learner’s knowledge, skill or competence by comparison with a standard based on appropriate 
evidence. HETAC Assessment and Standards requires strategic, standards-based assessment 
of learning outcomes. The key issues are determination of the intended learning outcomes for 
the programme and the development of the programme assessment strategy. 

A Year in the Life of a Programme
MSc Cyberpsychology @ IADT

Assessment – underlying 
principles

•Programme assessment strategy 
revised, developed and managed by 
programme team

•Assessment strategy is aligned to 

Assessment  2009-2010

•Year 1                 Year 2 

30 credits              30 credits 

6 assignments       4 assignments    

Research project

Programme Overview

Cyberpsychology is the study of the human mind and 
behaviour in the context of human-technology interaction. It 
is a 60 credit level 9 masters of science taught part-time over 
two years. 

Initial programme assessment strategy developed for 

Planning & designing 
Assessment 

June- September

Communicating 
assessment
September

Implementing 
Assessment

September - May

Programme 
assessment 
strategy

Reflecting & 
evaluating
May, June

institutional regulations

•Module assessment strategies 
developed e.g. 1 assignment per 5 
credit module, 2 per 10 credit 
module

•Assessment aligned to principles

‒ Based on intended programme 
learning outcomes

‒Promotes and supports effective 
learning and teaching e.g. 
formative assessment built in

‒Is credible e.g. blind marking –
submission by student number only, 
moderation of assignments, range 
of assignments 

‒Assessment methods reviewed and 
adapted e.g. assignments and 
grading criteria approved by 
externs each year

‒Learners are well informed about 
how and why they are assessed 
e.g. assignments and grading 
criteria and assignment schedule 
issued to students

•1 group assignment Year 1

•Remainder individual assignments

•Assignments and grading criteria 
developed, approved by externs and 
issued to students

Review of assessment 2008-2009

•Assignments, student performance and 
student feedback on assessment tasks 
reviewed by programme team 

•Aim of review to consider 

‒individual assignments e.g. Applied 
Cyberpsychology wiki assignment 

‒

Programme handbook        
2009-2010

•Audience - students/staff/ 
administration

•All assignment briefs and grading 
criteria

•Assignment schedule

•Assessment policy – grades, 
approaches to grading/marking, late 
submissions, return of assignments

•Assignment cover sheet

•Student self-assessment sheet (if 
required)

•Late assignment submission form

•Referencing guidelines 

•Return of assignments – feedback 
from module lecturer within 3 
academic weeks and grade issued 
following moderation by a second 
lecturer usually within 5 academic 
weeks

Initial programme assessment strategy developed for 
programme approval

•Programme intended learning outcomes matched to Science 
awards standards, teaching and learning strategies identified 
from intended learning outcomes and aligned to assessment

•Range of assessment tools identified and linked to 
programme intended learning outcomes

•Assessment through student assignment, no exams

Revising and 
developing 
assessment 
strategy  
June
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‒

Cyberpsychology wiki assignment 

‒development of new assignments e.g. 
journal article evaluation

‒development of additional supporting 
materials e.g. frequently made mistakes, 
formatting guidelines

‒matching of assignments to module and 
intended programme learning outcomes

•Consequences of review - policy 
development in consultation with students 
e.g. late submission of assignments, 
feedback on assignments

Range of assignments – enable learners to provide appropriate evidence 

Year 1

Essays – Social Psychology of the Internet, Computer Mediated Communication / 
Group Design Problem HCI / Online purchase analysis Consumer Cyberpsychology / 
Journal article evaluation Internet research Methods /Research proposal writing
Internet Research Methods

Year 2

Wiki development Applied Cyberpsychology / Essays Applied Cyberpsychology, 
Psychology of Virtual reality and Artificial Intelligence / Journal article evaluation
Psychology of Virtual reality and Artificial Intelligence / Presentation Research Project 
/ Dissertation Research Project

Programme Assessment Strategy                                                                                                Status          Comment 

1. Programme assessment instruments linked to the intended programme learning outcomes.             ?                  Implicit, to be made explicit                                               

2. Rationale for the choice of assessment tasks evident. � Assessment tasks make sense

3. Any special regulations stated. � None required at present

4. Links and integrates the module assessment strategies.                                                                ?      Implicit, to be made explicit 

5. Adaptable to learners’ needs e.g. exemptions.                                                                              ? Yet to be tested

6. Matches the programme’s assessment instruments to institutional grading system.                         �

7. Programme’s continuous assessment workload is balanced.                                                           � Reviewed and developed each year

8. Relates to the programme’s teaching and learning strategy.                                                          � Assignments developed from teaching 

HETAC (2009) Assessment and Standards. Dublin: HETAC, pp. 13, 14. 


